How is God Justified in Saving any of Us?
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Who here has ever struggled with the question, “How can a good, loving, awesome,
splendid, creator God send people to hell for eternity?” Or maybe you ask the question this
way, “What about the people who are decent people, but just don’t believe in Jesus? Is God

really justified in sending them to hell? fEERI A L A X Mo famiEiLid “— 1 ER.
BE. SAHE. HEMNEMFNEIEAER AR KA 7S E (R 0] DAOXAE(D): “FRLE
ABARIEIR, BMEABEEER L ENBERIEM(1XFEHEEAIB? too have

struggled with these same types of questions. But, | need to suggest to you and to myself
that these questions, though they come from good intentions, are naive, misinformed, and

not from a biblical worldview and as a result are not the questions we should be asking. %
B HXLEBULET, B2, RFERREMMNEZES, XEO#A, BAKEER,
HMEXREN, RSN, MASRERENERN, ELEAEHAINZ @R, If
you have been listening to pastor Jonah preach or following Paul’s argument in the first 2
and a half chapters, you will know that Paul is teaching that all of us are unrighteous before

God and deserving of his wrath. We see this most clearly in Romans 1:16. {1R{RIF T A=
WITRHE, BB EIMEFXFINTRENIER, MMENERZEASEINFABA
FELFEAEHMEAXN, tzgR, F(1EZ 5P 116F A UFBIMMERIX— =,
This is the biblical teaching of depravity. Depravity basically means that you love the things
God hates and as a result will never choose God on your own. You may be thinking, “Wait a

minute, does the Bible really teach that | love sin, which God hates?” Yes it does. You should
have seen it already in the first 2 and half verses of Romans, but in case you are not

convinced, let me show you in another place. X@ X2 X THEZENHS, EEEXR FEK
ERE LFFTRARA, HRKEAEECHEEZELT., MMAgEERE—T, 24&
BENHSEREMMIRNFELE> 20, RN ZELEZ SHENFIRTFEHERT, B
MRIRAEE, IEERES—THALBIRIIE. ItisinJohn 3 right after that famous

John 3:16 verse. John 3:16 says that God so loved the world of humanity that he sent his son
so that we would not perish (be judged by God) but have eternal life. But this verse tells us

what God loves. Let’s look now at what we love. FAE{EE3IE, MEERANAFHEE3
BleTZlE. A8EE3:1617 MEHA, ERBMIIRE FIGLM], IU—D)E
1, TE2EXNLT, RISKE, EXNEXSRENMTASE@AEN., MEILRIIRES
1=+, Look at John 3:19-20. We all of us love darkness because our deeds,

thoughts, motives are evil and the holiness of God exposes them for what they are. What
Paul has been saying and what Jonah has been preaching is that if we were an apple, we

would be rotten to the core. BZIFItRE3:19-20, HN#MEEME, ANFENNVITH. B

8. I EE BTN, EFNXERETENNAR, RZ—EHER, I=Z—EBHEE
W, MEKNMNE—TFER, FENISE2Z, If we were a tree, our roots would be dry and
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dead. If we were a house, our foundation would be cracked and warped beyond repair. But
as it is, we are human beings whose hearts are desperately sick and opposed to God. | recap
all of this because we are about to make a transition from our sin into the grace of God, but

you will not receive the grace of God if you have not been convinced of your need for it. 4l
REAIE—R W, FNRSTHME. WRBNS—EREF, BlNtEMSTR
TH2, TinEsh, BREEER, HMNBL2OBRERERNA, RERX—TIZEN
BATBEMENNTESEEHNERHE, ERNRMFTEEREEMRNEH, FMAR
BEHAE B, Do you remember those questions | asked at first? | told you those were
the wrong questions to ask. So, what is the right question to ask? The right question to ask

is, “If all this is really true about all of us, how is God justified in saving any of us?” /R ICE
B—F A eRRIABLE () @IS > B H IR T (R Ao X L a)@, FBA, NizlelftAlcl&iE?
IEFREIREN 1z 2 AN RX—IE 2 B, A L FIRMEMNEB— D ANIERIE?”

Romans 3:21-26
Z 54 3:21-26

v.21-22 BUT NOW! All of this is true about you and your good works can’t save you, BUT
NOW the righteousness of God is revealed apart from the law, apart from any good works
you can perform. The righteousness of God is given through faith in Jesus Christ for all who

believe. 21 {B1%, X EFREUINEEZERLR, BEANMFTANIL:

272 WX, REBHREZME—IIEENA, HEE D5, Yousee, your
problem and my problem is that we don’t have any righteousness. We have no right moral
standing before God (Romans 3:11-12). /RE, RAFEHNEFESEIVZEEAIN, FNE

HEBRE ERIEEIH(E 543:11-12), So, God gives us His righteousness. We
don’t get God'’s right moral standing because we keep the law (do good works). The law
simply shows us our need for God'’s righteousness. We get God’s righteousness through faith

in Jesus Christ for ALL who believe. FTA, 48T BHAMERIN . Hi1ZHEFE L IEH
AERIAI, EABNMIETREMFSE), FEREZFRBNBNFZEMAN, Fofl]
REEEHFEE. MA—UENABEHAINX ., When you read the word faith here, do not
read intellectual ascent. That is not what it means. | want to show you what faith means.
Everyone, grab both sides of your chair for balance. Now | want you to lift your feet off the
ground, so that the only thing supporting your weight is the chair. H{R7EIX B 1ZF] 510"
XA, FTEREHREA . BARENER . HEILRMETAREMD, KK
EEFMLRE TS, IEREREMNEEE, IERERFEENRNEET,

Are you doing it? If you are, you are exercising faith. Faith literally means to put all of your
weight on something. So, when you receive the righteousness of God through FAITH in
Jesus, you are saying, “Jesus, you are my only hope for salvation. | throw all of myself onto
you. I’'m done trying to be righteous on my own. I’'m done trying to fill my life with money,
comforts, sex, alcohol, the approval of others, etcetera. You can have all of me. You decide
what is right and wrong for me. You decide the direction of my life.” That is how you receive

the righteousness of God. {RIEMIZANRIRE, REEREKE., FaithFEERISIEMR
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FIENESHRERMGS L. A, SRRSEGMAZHAXE, R2Ei: b
&, (REREVNE—FE., "RIEMBENOES TR, HRBTESHMTEERNA,
B TILRNEFRRH TS, F1&, 4, R, AT, FF. RAINEEHR
HEE, RFRENBRRT AR AR, RE T HREEBNAGE, XiF, K]
MSEHI,

v.23-24a ALL have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. There is no distinction made
by race, political leaning, culture, language, socioeconomic status or anything else. All of us
have sinned and fallen pathetically short of God’s glory. None of us are able to stand in the

glorious presence of God. But, we are justified by grace as a gift. v.23-24attt A ZBIC T 58,
SR T MNRE, SgBMk. BUAE. XX, 55 . S5t EMERX
Al. BAIFRBAFIE T IE, PIARMBIRZ HAUSRIE. B12E — T ARG RIENE
B, BEMMYEEEENG., The word justified is a legal term and it means to be
“declared righteous” or “declared to be in the right.” We get this justification by grace or
“unearned favor” as a gift. A gift is not something you earn. If you earned it, it would no

longer be a gift. But, how is God justified in declaring us righteous as a gift? Is that not just
the equivalent of sweeping our sin under the rug and pretending it never happened? No!

Let’s look at the second part of verse 24. “1F HHY" X MAE—TEREANIE, ENERR
“WEMNEXN'HWEMNIESN”, BNEERHR TS MIRNETE", FEXR
XA, fLIAEIRERN., MIRERMFEERN, EMABRLYNT. B2, #u
AFRBA TN XAEALDIR X EEAFTIERNNFERESEER, BRREMKREEIDIG?
RIEENREB 24 TNE IS,

v.24b-25a God is not sweeping our sin under the rug because of the REDEMPTION that is in
Christ Jesus. Redemption means to “buy back.” In other words, Jesus paid a price so that you
could be declared righteous by God. What was that price? His blood. His own life was given
so that you can have the righteousness of God. So that you can have the right moral

standing before God you need in order to be accepted by God. v.24b-25af8 A= IEF A 1893E
PEME T, ENTEEEEESREARE, MENEEE XL, ®aigix, HREkTH
TN, IR AT ARSI . M Z M, thESNEmiGE 7R, X
HRFIPTARBE RN NX . XA M ERIA EMANEEILD, 7T RERMAmIEsS .,

Verse 25 says that Jesus was put forward as a “propitiation” by his blood. What does that
mean? Propitiation means to satisfy or appease God’s wrath. What this means is God
redirected his righteous wrath on sin from you to his Son Jesus Christ. Jesus willfully died so

that he might satisfy the wrath of God in your place. 225771 B &R 2 EE A IMIES “¢%
EIR'MEELN, XEHTAERMEAFRNERERHENFELFHHER, XEKE
G FEAY SRR MIREERIMEBY ) L FERERE B B £, BERSRZ2EEIEAY, XAFEAhRL AT LA

RBEIRER LB,

v.25b-26 This propitiation (satisfaction of God’s wrath against our sin) shows how God was
righteous in passing over previous sins in past generations. God looked forward to the death
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of Christ where his wrath against sin would be paid in full. This shows God’s righteousness in
the present, so that he might be both JUST, holy and morally in the right, and also the
JUSTIFIER, the one who makes US morally right. But, this is only for the one who has faith in
Jesus.

25b-2677 XM AR (R BN AR EREHAEIE LR ANFEI P2 A0 EFR
XH, HEFEEENTE, EREMNFENZRFRRToNELE. XMEREHES
TROX. WAEEER XA, EiEh., AX EEEX. BERXE. MEERNBENX
B, BR, XRENIBLABSERERIIA

Summary:

If I had to sum up all | have said, | would do it like this:

1. Your sin is far greater than you ever thought.

2. God’s love and grace is far greater than you ever thought.

3. Jesus paid the price required to purchase your right standing before God. That price
was his death on the cross.

4. The only way to receive God'’s righteousness purchased for you is through faith. By
giving all of yourself to God and turning away from trying to earn His favor on your
own.

&4 4

MREBH LMY, B

1 {RANFLEMRERNERRFT S,

2. HNE B H T RERNERK,

3. BRER N REME RIS AARAT B 7. XM ITIEE+FERE,

4. RIS NIRERBI X IE—REMZEE 0. EIRFAEN—IEIRG®H, F1EFILE

FHCERSMAIFK,

Application:
WA

So what do you need to do? | beg you. Don’t just listen to these words and walk away with
just an intellectual understanding. If you do, Jesus calls you a fool. He says that anyone who

hears his words and does not obey them is a fool. AR{REEM+ AT KR, T ERZE
IrEXLLE, AEHaESNERERF. NRMFXEM, BSHRSREAEN, Wi,
N A ESIEARIF MBS, FEEEA. Do you need to place real faith in Christ today?

Maybe this is the first time the good news about Jesus made sense to you. Maybe you feel in
your heart that you want the righteousness of God. Don’t suppress God'’s calling on your life.
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I’'m going to be in the lobby. Come talk to me, during the song even. It’s no problem. R
FENEBRELENGE M BITXZIRE—RABEXTESHNFER . HIFROER
BIRRELFTNANY ., AEEIEIMREGRNES ., BMERTE, RKMBERE, &
ZEEIEIAOR, XLEERSZ AR, Maybe you believe in Christ, but have never been
baptized. Jesus commands you in his word to be baptized. Baptism is the first step of
obedience in following Christ. Faith in Christ is not something that you just keep inside your
heart and nothing really changes. That is not biblical faith. When you get baptized, you are

telling the world, “I have trusted Christ and | want everyone to know. | have died to my old
self. Now it is Christ living through me.” Maybe there are parts of your life you know you

have resisted giving to Christ. BIF{RIEEET, BMERZIT KA. BBSREMIIEES G
LIRZE. ZDASRBEBINRNE—F ., NEBNEMNHARMRIABEOEMTA
HASHENERA., XTERENEMN, SRZRN, TMEESFEAKREZRE
TEE, BEILSTA#NE, "HKELKREET. NEEREBEEREE. WIFERN
EED, REERBHIERLEENHA ., Maybe it is your money, your time, the
direction of your life. Maybe God has been leading you to do something and you have been

resisting him. Don’t resist any longer. Maybe you need to join a city group. Maybe you need
to make a decision to be an active serving member of this church. So far you have been an

observer, but you want to commit today to be an active member. R IF2{RIE 5L, {RAYAT
8], {REFENAE, WiF LB —HESISIMMM—ESEE, ME—EEnEt, 128
BT . UHREEMA—TEH/NE, BIFREER—TREBRARX BRI
RSBAR. BBRIAL, R—EE—RNER, BIRSREREMN—RIRRAIN
G, Frank and the band are coming to play. | would encourage you, at least at first, not to
just stand up and sing. | would encourage you to pray. To really take a look at your own heart

and ask God how you should respond. Let’s pray. 3 =7 flRAENRESE, FHEIR, &
DERFIRIHE, FERZIGERIBI, KSR, BEEEMNBE SR, [0
8] E B IRiZaMal N, 1EERAIEES .

50f5



