
The Value of Religion 
(Romans 3:1-20) 

Contrasting Religion with the Gospel:  See handout chart from Tim Keller. 

Questions to Consider:  Which side of the chart does your prayer life more 
accurately reflect?  How do you see yourself in relation to others around you?  
Does that view more closely match the religion or gospel side of the 
confidence column in the chart?  How does Christ and His death for you 
factor into your identity?   

Examining Your Motives:   
-Too many times we try to stop sinning to avoid the consequences of sin.  Or 
we try to do good to get something from God. 
-God wants to change the condition of our heart so that we do the right thing 
because we WANT to do the right thing. 
-The purpose of the law is to show us how messed up our hearts are and 
how much we need His redemption. 

Questions to Consider:  Consider an issue that you struggle with.  Do you 
find yourself trying to "do the right thing" because you want to avoid the 
consequences if caught?  Or because you desire to honor God and respond 
to His priceless gift by giving Him every part of your life? 

The Central Importance of Your Heart:   
- Ultimately, the sins we commit are symptoms of the hearts we possess.   
- We need to treat the underlying illness with the Gospel rather than trying to 
treat the symptoms with Religion.   
- Trying to act righteous on your own is like putting BBQ sauce on rotten 
chicken, or lipstick on a pig.  The chicken is still rotten.  And the pig is still a 
pig. 

Questions to Consider:  What area(s) of your life do you most often find 
yourself trying to act righteous?  Are you just trying to change your behavior?  
What might the Lord want to speak to you about the condition of your heart 



in this area, and what do you need to do to treat the illness rather than just 
the symptoms? 

The Gospel's Solution to the Problem of Our Hearts' Condition: 
-The desire to do the "right thing" can only come from God's Righteousness 
in us.  There is nothing we can do (religion) to achieve that righteousness; it 
can only be received (the gospel) as we recognize our need for God and 
voluntarily submit our lives to Him.   
-To come to Christ, all you need is need. 

Questions to Consider:  What is the Lord calling you to do to replace your 
striving with His righteousness?  What does look like in your life this week?  


