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We love a good underdog story. What is the greatest underdog story of all time?

+ Rudy...The Karate Kid...Rocky Balboa.

+ Of course, the miracle US hockey team of the 1980 Olympics that beat the Soviet
Union.

« Maybe you say, “You marrying Kathy.”
BINER—NFENRE, BEURBFANBERLSRMHAL?

- BE.ZEFENF.LEEBRREL,

- SR, 1980F Bz 2 FLARAY X E H B IRBA W T 77BXo

- WIFRIR . “YRIKLGKathy, ”

Well...You might be tempted to see the story this weekend of Gideon going up against
the Midianites as an underdog story, but is so far beyond that! This is not a lesser team
going up against a better team; this is the story of a powerless people going up against
the mightiest force in the region.

HFE.... . BURBRESIXMEARNEAEZERHKIAIFE-—IHENRHE , ERZTEZ
BHTXMEE ! IFR—XXIEFHHANE —ZEFNEARRENERK, X2—1
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Last week we saw that God had sent the Midianites into Israel to take them down... but
when Israel cried out in pain God had compassion and raised up a deliverer for them,
Gideon.

LA, BNBI ELFTERBDARALUGS | Fbi]EA..... BRHEHEE i KR
B, EFREEREC , MMellE T RBREEM,

Gideon was not, as | explained a couple weeks ago, your typical hero.
When we first encounter him, he is cowering in fear in a hole. But God turns him into a
man of bravery by assuring him of his presence with him. (And the most important

lesson we learned from that was that “God doesn’t call the brave; he makes brave
those he calls.”)

IEMBJLE R AR BRRE , 2R RIRIANNBRBRE,

HERMNEIRERMEE , EDREPRAT. BERELFESEMBRIEMSMBEE , Eib
TRET—IMEHBBA, (BRIMNNFZINZEEZNHR  “LFTHFRERBOA ; ©H
FEESAZBEH. )
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Well, at the end of chapter 6 God tells Gideon to go mount a resistance against the
massive Midianite army... and Gideon, fearful as usual, questions God and rejects the
idea.

HE, ®FAENEGE , LFEREASERERNKGAFEN.... MEARIE-—HD
8, B EFREREHFESL T XMEE

God reassures him through a couple of special signs—the famous fleece tests—that he
will give him the victory.

1 Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him rose early and
encamped beside the spring of Harod. And the camp of Midian was north of them, by
the hill of Moreh, in the valley.

2 The Lord said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give the
Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved
me.’

EHBEI L NMEHRRE (FENFEER ) MMERIE , MRS EER,

1BEBEN (28 ) IMEEMREENARRE , REERERZL. KANEHREM]
&8, EILAMED L L,

CERMAXNEAY  "EMREEMNAKRST  RLEERGARIMBINFH , 2BUEIA
ER W CEREFRTR.

You ought to really meditate on that statement... It's one of my favorite OT verses: “The
people with you are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel
boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’” (You can learn so much about
how God works in your life through that statement.)

BNZNEERX—BE..... XRBRFERNBNEN 2 —  “BERENAKRSZT , &K
TEREKRKAARIMMNFF , REUARIATRY ' RECHF HTR. " ( EIHRY
E, BAUFIREXRT LHFNAEENEEP TENES. )

3 Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and
trembling, let him return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.”” Then 22,000 of the
people returned, and 10,000 remained.

SEL , MEEAMNEFAREFERHE , % : “A2BEHMEENA , RiLBER | HEEFE
5, "SR5 , 22,000 AiRE , FT10,000A,

* Now, you could actually make the argument that this may have been a smart move.
10,000 brave soldiers might be better than 32,000 where 2/3 are wimps. But the next
part makes absolutely no sense....

WE , BRBR LA LLRX ATRERBIE 22, 10,0008 HEEN LT EMRELH2/3BTEM
32,000%Et¥o 1E7~EE_F_%B§J\2@,RTJ;QE§SLO

4 And the Lord said to Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take them down to the
water, and ...Every one who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set
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by himself. Likewise, every one who kneels down to drink.” 6 And the number of those
who lapped, putting their hands to their mouths, was 300 men, but all the rest of the

people knelt down to drink water. 7 And the Lord said to Gideon, “With the 300 men

who lapped | will save you and give the Midianites into your hand, and let all the others
go every man to his home.”

ABMENEAY  "BREMAKRS T, BEIHRKE , .. RAEXTHK , GRH
By, EEMBE—L ; LRTEKE , hEEMBIE 4" 6FFEEBKHARI00
A, BERWAMBTRGK, 7EMENEFHR " RESHR00MNEKBH A —EHK
R, RRBARERFH , LHMABEASBEMGREL,

Well, first, that doesn’t need proving; it’s pretty obvious he does... but there’s no
symbolism in what happened. It was just a random test designed to get rid of 97% of
the army. Think about this: God intentionally weakened Gideon’s army. There is so
much to learn from that.

HE, B, STERILH ; RAEMABIEM. . ERRENEFRXERIEZL. TR

= B HEHBRI7 % M ERARIBENN R, BIE : LFEREBHBE TETANER, MRALE
FRZKRE.

1. When God wants to use us, He will often weaken us.

1.5 ERBERTNN, hEEHISERA,

God never delights in hurting us... but God wants us to trust him, to depend on him.
That’s the most important thing we can ever learn in life.
LEMRFRERGERN.. ERLFRERNE M , KFEM. XREBN-EFAUZE
INREENRA,
So sometimes God reduces the size of our army so we have no choice but to trust him.
You say, “What do you mean by ‘reduce the size of your army’?”

+ Health; job; could even be your marriage.
I’'m not saying God is the one doing any of those things directly; just that God’s

sovereign purpose behind them might be teaching you to lean into him like never
before.

FIABIME EF B BMNEMNHE |, AR EEFE , ReelEEM. &R <pd
ERAAE R AER?”

REE, T EETRERRNEBHE,
EATRURLFMREEEBEN—HEENA ; ARBEMINEENENERTERE
IR BRI PR AR B K 5 = AR

Here is another statement to meditate on —
If dependence is the objective, weakness is an advantage.

%25 —NEEBENGE-

30of15



IR SMKHE N B R BHRAMEMLE

Think about that: How could weakness ever be an advantage? If it makes you lean into
Jesus, where real power is, it's an advantage.

B8 BRELQXEANE ? NReFELFGRIBEK , MEENDERE , BRHE2—
s

+ If was when your husband failed you that you learned you could rely on your
heavenly Father.

+ It was when you got laid off that you learned that you could trust your heavenly
Supplier.

+ When you were alone, it was then you learned God would be the FRIEND WHO
STICKS CLOSER than a brother...

MR BIHIRLRKWETS |, fRFEIE A AR FER R
“TREFHNEETUEE L ROANE.
SR ARNERHR |, BEHRS HE L F QLA RERE. ...

Weakness forces you to lean into God, and there and sometimes only there can you
learn the four words that can absolutely transform your life: GOD IS ALWAYS
FAITHFUL.

Sometimes you’ll never know he’s all you need until he is all you have!

ESEMERD LFHR  ANEZEREERE | RT8EF T AT AL X R RAETERI A
A BKIE R

Brt, BREEWEEMMzE , T2HEMREFMEEN !

* The Apostle Paul said it this way,
FERERT X

2 Corinthians 12:9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

FMZEB12:0X R “ROBEBRAN RN BRNEIREANKELESS
£, A, REEXRFTEHCHKRS , FUEBENRIBERK.

Brag about your weaknesses? I’'m not good at this one. But it was there that he was
able to put on display Christ’s power, not his own.

WARHER ? BFERKEXA, ERtEREEBERREENESD , MARMEECHEE
Bo

You see, if | brag on my strengths, you may sit there and say, “I wish | were more like
him, but | can’t be.” But if | brag on my weaknesses, and tell you about what Christ’s
power has done through them, you will say, “Wow, | have access to what he has
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access to!”

BERI , MREWRSF | RUESLENREY . “BRELEREGM , BERTENE, "B
2 K NMEEREECHER , HEFEEBHNIEBIXESIMT AL , Be

W “HEE, AL EIMEATEERRB —140 17

Effective preaching is one beggar telling a bunch of other beggars where to find bread.
And maybe the best thing | can do to help you toward that is make you understand
that 'M A BEGGAR, TOO.

BRNHER— N EC5EIFAM—HCSERETUAKIEZ, BIFRATUFEEHEIN
BRIFNEBERRULEZTHREERZS,

Or let me show it to you in another place: 1 Peter 1:7 so that the tested genuineness of
your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be
found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

FiLRES —MEFERE - WEFH17UWRNOEOBRKIRAR | BB ARDA
RANEFEEER  IUEBHKEEEANMME , FENE, RE. B8R,

In whatever “battle” you are in, what is the greatest asset that you have?
* In the battle to provide for yourself... what would be more valuable than GOLD?
+ According to Peter, the greatest asset you can have in any situation is faith in God’s

goodness...
* What keeps us from the riches of God’s power is we feel like WE HAVE OUR OWN

RICHES and don’t need God.

TREBEEMAL , BEENRRKAFTRMTAL?

- ERECBRSHYEF.. . EEHMALESEENE?

- BRERESNEEZ , ZEABER TERATUHEENERE~HREXN LFRENELD...
- ERINEEZRBLFAENVENREAR , RIMNZIECHEECHME , FFEL
Fo

This is one of the most important spiritual truths you can ever learn: your strengths are
more dangerous to you than your weaknesses, because your strengths keep you from
hoping in God’s mercy. To be saved means... to come to a point where you know you
can’t save yourself and you fall on the mercy of God. Utterly unrighteous; utterly
hopeless. He does it all. To be USED by God means you come to a point where you
realize how absolutely powerless you are, and you fall in hope in God’s mercy.
XEREUURZINBGEENEREE—  ENRBLEENSBERKR , RAEHLRE
BEAEFLE LFHHN.

BHERE..... BT IR, IEHMEACTKERAC , MEEET LFHNRRZ T
TEAYL ; BE—H, twHTHRAE.
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WEFEARKREERRINBCLNTREND , HFAXN EFHNBRER T HFEL,

So God sometimes weakens us to bring us to that point.
“It is doubtful whether God can bless a man greatly until he has hurt him deeply.” A.W.
Tozer

Hit , EFBRLKBIBERN , FRIDEBX -
“E—PMARRGEMZE , FRBERAARBE - NARTANEN, " AW. £F

Sometimes, to get you to lean into his power, he has to reduce your army.

So he lets you fail. The greatest seasons of growth in my life have come through failure,
weakness, and struggle.

B, ATUHBGEMNOE A TABRENWER, FrUAMEIEAR KK,
B—EFBRANAKETREIRN , EFNEL

So, listen... | want you to rethink what God might be doing in your life. Maybe you are
experiencing an army reduction right now... and | want you to be open to the essential
lesson God is showing you in it.

Hit , EW. . BFELLEFER LFELEZTPNAERN. BFEREEEIRER..
BARLCREZ LFEEREERTNERZ,

I’m reminded of the story of a LITTLE BIRD flying south for the winter. But he got a late
start, so he got caught in a snowstorm.

The storm was so bad that ice formed on his wings and he couldn’t even fly. He went
down for a crash landing, and couldn’t get back up. He thought, “Great. Now I'm going
to freeze to death.”

But then suddenly a cow came and drops manure on him. The little bird is like,
“‘Awesome... | am going to freeze here, and now | have manure dumped on me.”

But then the manure thaws his wings and he can fly again. When he realizes what is
happening, he gets so excited that he started to chirp and sing. But this attracts a cat;
who comes and eats him.

BRET -MEBELROE WKRE, ERUESRKR , ABATRAEF,
SXNFRANTE , LETHNBB LS TK , hEETEZ A, tEEIME  TE
SRR, AR FB, HERBFRET. "

BRRA, —XBFRKT , At TIE. BROAEHER  “AET ... BREEXESE
K, MERFEEERT, ”

B2, #EHFTHEE XA T. StZRIEERENSEN , RIEEX
w, UETHEGUMIBR, BB T —IERZH,

We can learn 3 lessons from this story:
+ Lesson 1: Not everyone who drops manure on you is your enemy.
+ Lesson 2: Not everyone who digs you out is your friend.
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* Lesson 3: When you're in manure, sometimes its helpful to keep your little chirper
shut... Because God might be doing something amazing.

BN AT UMIX NS FZEIZR

1R | AT PEHEN ABRENHEA,

-SB21R  HEMBREIZEERNABRENBPR.

-E3R  HEL TEFERSEH , ERAUEENE RUBEREXARS...... AR LHEH
BEEMT NRTHEE.

“God wants you to have something far better than riches and gold, and that is helpless
dependence on Him.” Hudson Taylor

“LEHFEMBABLEVMENRTSEFNFRA , BRENEHTREB, " RERRZY

2. God sends salvation NOT through human might, but
the weakness of humble obedience.

2. PR AZBE AR SR, MRREINARAISE S

+ The book of Judges opens with Joshua, who was a mighty general in charge of a
strong, Israelite army.
+ But then we have Ehud, a left-handed, crippled leader...

- After that there’s Deborah, a female judge, who teams up with the other hero of this
story, Jael, a housewife with a frying pan.
+ Now Gideon, whose army God has whittled down to 300!

* In a few chapters, we’ll come to Samson, who fights all by himself...

BN BLIFL  APLR—UBANFE , AR —XBANIABIIER,
BREEXRENEBT —INEMF , RENTSEUS......

S, RZMLERKHL ( Deborah ) |, I SXMHEN S —NRERE (Jael ) E—iE ,
BER—IMNTHEBRHIREEA,

-E , BEF , LHFEHEREIREI300% !

HEETRNILES , BRITRNTASH , 2HES—NMARY....

+ And after the book of Judges, we come to David... a scrawny shepherd boy who

writes songs and defeats a giant with a slingshot all alone while all of Israel stands on
the sidelines and watches.

gydtimicem , BRNRIKRLE..... . —IEENRNBFA , #ER , MERARST K-
MEA, MARINERMEE—DRE,

You see, we are going from strength to weakness. This points us toward something
really important. God would send salvation into the world NOT through a King who

would conquer the world’s armies with a superior army, but by one who would lay
down in his life in service and humility and obedience.
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BHE , RINEMNBBEDHS., XERMNVABEEEENSTONRE. LFFLEL—
MU X EENFEREREAFERNEE , ME—NEEERE , RENIFRHPES—
AHEE , FRERIEH R,

Time and time again in Jesus’ life we are confronted with the weakness of Jesus.

 Before his trial, we find him washing the disciples’ feet, the activity of the lowest form
of servant there.

+ During his trial, he is smeared, mocked, and spit upon, unable, it seemed to defend
himself.

* He’s so weak he can’t even carry his cross... someone has to help him.
+ He dies with his hands stretched out, nailed to a cross, an ultimate picture of
weakness.

FEBSRAYAEEF |, BAT R =R E XS & HPERAY 3R 55,

- EEEE , RORIMBERTENY  SERBESZERIARTESD,
- EWHIEE , RS, WX, Ok, TEER D, BIFERESEF.

- BRWLES  EETEENTFE..... . BALABBIME,

- ETHERF , TE+FRE , IRLE RHEMBIEREE,

But through that, GOD BROUGHT A RESURRECTION.

This is how it happens. We humbly obey; God brings power. You see, it's the same for
you. You faithfully obey, in your weakness:

* You keep sharing Christ

* You keep patiently parenting your child

* You refuse to give up praying for lost son

* You endure the pain of injustice without getting retribution

+ And God sends a miracle.

BRBEIM , LHFHRTEE,

XREALABRE, BMNREHEM ; LFTRIE, E2RIW , INERFEBE—#H.
AN TECHER

ARTMI D ZEEE

SR /O & F MR &

SREBRFNRENILTFIE

SEBRF R ENEE MR AFEHRN

R HFTL,

GOD DOESN'T SEND MIRACLES THROUGH HUMAN MIGHT, BUT THROUGH FAITH

AND HUMBLE OBEDIENCE. Well, God’s got Gideon’s army down to the size he needs
it....

HEASBYARNNEBREFT , EEELEMMRENBRN. FB, LFEEFINFE
AAREE| T b B ERIMAE. ..
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9 That same night the Lord said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for | have
given it into your hand. 10 But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with
Purah your servant.

ONMMR , BIMEMMERY : X , TERBFERES , RERSHBINIRERFH. 10
fERETE , RERNIABR TRBRERS,

12 And the Midianites and the Amalekites ... lay along the valley like locusts in
abundance, and their camels were without number, as the sand that is on the seashore
in abundance. 13 When Gideon came, behold, a man was telling a dream to his

comrade. And he said, “Behold, | dreamed a dream, and behold, a cake of barley bread
tumbled into the camp of Midian and came to the tent and struck it so that it fell and
turned it upside down, so that the tent lay flat.” 14 And his comrade answered, “This is
no other than the sword of Gideon ...God has given into his hand Midian and all the
camp.”

12KBA, WEDARM—IREABAHREFR , WEIERBHES, HAINRKRIELTE ,
ZWELNY. 13EFHT , BT - AFBERE/AE  “BMT %, FL-1 KX
HRARBES , B TIKE | FikFES , kERBEGAE T, 714 BRHHR : “XT=2
AH , DRABIAAMEN L FEANT],. #HERKANEEBIEMLHFF, ”
The picture of Gideon is not of a spear or a hurricane; he’s a tumbling piece of bread.

* What team chooses this as its mascot? We’re the “GO Biscuits.”

+ But this biscuit flattens a mighty tent. | enjoy camping occasionally, but if you threw a
piece of bread at a tent | set up, | don’t think it would fall over.

EANERTERETFHEN, 2 -RERNEZ.

“BAEBNEFREENTED 2 RINR GOBFH T

BR IR TE-—NBANKELEF T, RBERLEREE , ERUREEREEN
KZEETN-RED , RANER2ETRK,

Gideon recognizes that God is reassuring him:
15 As soon as Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he

worshiped. And he returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the Lord has
given the host of Midian into your hand.”

ERAERE EFEEEMRBL

15 EARRXBNTHNHE  BREFE &, DIUASTEPHR  E5RE | ML FXK
ANERREMRNFRT. ”

3. God is patient with wavering faith
B.LFEMEEMNES

| find it comforting in this story how God takes such time and patience to reassure
Gideon. We picture God as this one up in heaven saying, “If you don’t have absolute
confidence in me all the time, | will reject you.” But that’s not what we see here, is it?
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EXANHEF , RRIBRZE , BN LFOARAENHORERETR D, BIFLF
BRARERH—(u# , tbif | “NMRE-ENRRXBLNNED , oL, "B
XAREMNEXEERN , 2L ?

In Mark 9:22, a man with a sick son came to Jesus and says, “Jesus...if you can do
anything, have compassion on us and help us.” | would expect Jesus to respond with
an “What do you mean.If...? Don’t you know who | am?” Instead he says, “All things
are possible for one who believes..”

ESARETE22RBERIBMNERE, KB | BEXfl, RERMMIA , RIFISWEN] , 5
BhERAT] | 723 ERERXSAtb YL : “YRERER , EEMA , NE&BRE, ”

The man’s response: “| believe, help my unbelief.”

Jesus’ response: he healed the boy.

ENMANEER  “BMEE  BPERHFE, 7

HR&RAYEI R : AR T BB #o

Do you doubt? It’s ok. Ask your questions. Ask God to reveal his faithfulness to you.

R SRR R BIRMFIE, R _EFEIRE B MLAY LR,

BEEEZE#4 ..
4.At some point, you have to take the risk

LERAE, RAAER

Think about what is going on in this scene. Gideon is afraid, and God is trying to
reassure him. So God tells him to go deep into the Mldianite camp, close enough to
overhear a conversation in a Midianite tent...

BEXMIRPRETHL, EARENR, LFEEZHE/-BD. FRUALFEIRMR
ARBEN , ERBIEUELREAKZRE GMITXE,

If I were Gideon, | would have said, “Hey, God, maybe you could give me that
assurance out here? I've got that fleece right here... I'll close my eyes and count to 10,
and when | open them maybe you could have folded it up into an origami structure of
some kind.... I'm afraid, so the last thing | want to be doing is sneaking alone into the
Midianite camp at night.”

MRBRER , KW B2, £F SR EUNUEXELRRIE? BREXEEHE..RK
b EEREE |, BE10 , YRITFA NN , biF BN eiIB8REMITRLEM...2H , Fr
UBREMNBEE—HERB LIMBBARBAE#, ”

Whats the lesson? God will patiently develop your faith, but it requires you to take

steps of faith of your own. Here’s how faith works: God reveals a little, you take a step.
God reveals a little more; you take a step. James 4:8 says, “Draw near to God, he will
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draw near to you.”

fragil ? LFLWMORBRENED , EXFEEXNECHENLR. FIPREE
FRUOTF  LFRRE—R, BEHT P, LFRBRTES ; REH—-FH, KED
4: 8% “YRIEE L , EHRAFIERAI]. ”

If you are waiting on God to answer all your questions before you'll believe, you'll never

get there. Take that first step, and he’ll explain more as you go. Psalm 119:105, Your
word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Back when the Bible was written,
there were no flashlights. Instead, people used small lanterns. These were usually
made of clay, with a candle or piece of cloth dipped in oil.

NMREHESFHLEFLOZZHEERERE , BABRKZREREBE, BHE-F,
RN EHERES, FR119:105RNERRMBIAL , BRI LA, ZEEFE, %
BFERF, R, AMNEANMIE, XEBERARIFIKY , LERSERN—R
o

Travelers would often tie a small lamp to their ankles. As their foot went out
for a step, the light would shine on the path so that they could see exactly
where to place their foot. This way, a traveler could have his hands free to

carry stuff, and still see where he was going. RITEBESTEMR L4 —=/)
To SMAINMET —Dat , RELRER L | XEMI1R 7 LU it F FI i
WHREBEMNE, X, RITERTUBENRFERERA , HADARABTIMEE
Hith75,

WE USUALLY WANT A SPOTLIGHT, SHOWING US THE END. GOD SAYS, ‘ONLY
ENOUGH FOR THE NEXT STEP.” GOD DEVELOPS OUR FAITH BY INVITING US TO
TAKE OUR OWN STEPS OF FAITH.

BRMNERRE—IRAET , ARMNERIK,. £FH , “RBET ISR, "LHFBER
MNEXWECHWES , At RREMNBE.

We’'ve all heard of birds that teach their young to fly by pushing them out of the nest.
(Think of that from the perspective of the little bird! WHAT ARE YOU DOING...) The
mother bird knows the little bird is ready to fly. It might be scary or uncomfortable...but
you are ready.

BB HILEXBIFHEEHE T REDEXIT, (NNENBEZEE—T | B%&
4. ) BEHENSEZERF KITT. ARSTAREHIFEFR..... EREE
LHEZHET,

So Gideon divides the men into 3 companies of 100 each, and gives each one a
trumpet, a jar and a torch. NO SWORDS He tells them, “Light your torch and put it in

the jar. Then we're going to line the valley wall, and when | blow my trumpet, each of
you are going to blow yours and then smash your jar and raise your torch.”
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Rt , EAEXEADK=4 , BA—B , AG8PMAR—ITRN , —MEFH—PK
B, RAESMBEHIFMEIR  “RREEPAIE  Bed#BFE, RARRMNEHFK-IILE
BiE , RN SE , RIS ABFRNRO | RRIERE 1 35 K HE, 7

19 ... at the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch. 20 Then
the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the jars. They held in their left hands
the torches, and in their right hands the trumpets to blow. And they cried out, “A sword
for the Lord and for Gideon!” 21 Every man stood in his place around the camp, and all
the army ran. They cried out and fled. 22 ... the Lord set every man's sword against his
comrade and against all the army.

19EAMBREMEHN —BA , E=E2AFRENIHR , REES , BIRA , THRFHH
Mo 20 ZRAMARMBRA , IR T , EFEBRIE , AFEEH , W : “BRA4F
EFNT "2 ] EENEESESNET, £ENABILE ; ZBAWE , Eil%
B, 22 ZBARRSA , BMEELENARIEMEGR , RFAMNNNAER M , Bk
ESE Sl At SR R (=B STE RS

Here’s how this worked. Usually, a torch and a trumpet signified a whole battalion. HE
PLACES THEM AROUND THE VALLEY...

XEX#HN. B , —PMREN-—NMERT—NE, WFHeMNRELREE..

And the smashing of the jars would have sound like hundreds of thousands of swords
being raised. So, in the dark, this wouldn’t have seemed like 300 men, it would have
seemed like tens of thousands.

WEARFITERRGREE T BT A, Fit , ZRBESD , XEFFRL4H3008 =
g mEKTLA.

They did it at the beginning of the middle watch, which means that...

+ 1/3 of the Midianite army was returning into the camp from being on guard duty;

+ 1/3 were getting up to go out on duty; and

+ 1/3 were still fast asleep.

N ERENFTFRRXEMT |, XERE......
=02 —HWREERMFERSIREE # ;
/3R EE ;
1/3H T RIE A BE,

Well, just at the moment the Israelites blow their trumpets, smash their jars and all
these torches appear. Everyone is groggy, it's dark, and you have what seems like
thousands of soldiers lining the canyon above you. And a bunch of soldiers are coming
back into the camp, so you assume that these people coming back into the camp are
attacking you, and, in the dark, they all kill each other. THE END.

B, RELZ , e ARE T AR, BT AR | FTEXE KGRI
To BMAMERHE , RET , BUTFRBTELE—HELLINKRRPEFT. —
HEXREROEY , QEESREXEANRBE EAEREE , FEERBEPHMESBERR
Ro HRo
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And they all live happily ever after... except for the Midianites, of course. But not a
single Israelite casualty. WHICH LEADS ME TO LESON 5

IR KIZ BT & E/AVAETE. ... 2R, RTKAA, BRE-IMUBIAMHBT,
M A ESH

5. God can turn weakness itself into strength

5. LRI AME RS 1=

Now, let me point out something cool here... God never explained to Gideon how to
conduct this battle. Gideon seems to come up with this on his own.

#E , UBREE - ERENSEE..... LFNROEARROARTXZHEY. EFETF
MBRETXMR

God'’s reduction of Gideon’s army forced him to come up with a new plan, and it was a
better plan—because it resulted in a victory that didn’t cause a single Israelite casualty.

So Gideon’s weakness actually became the source of his strength. Often, in weakness,
God can reorganize your whole life, for the better! Jesus wants to TELL A BETTER
STORY that what you can write.

EHEXNEMEANBRBEEMBAE T — MR, SR—ANEFNITH , RAXSHTHE
A, BREERENMNABIAGT, it , EANKERGRLERN TOIEBNEFER. B
FEREF , LHFAMUMECHN —EXBEL | BHREH - EFNHRE , (RATNUEBLE

{-l-/AO

6. Join Jesus wherever He is

6.FitEEML, #RERSERERRE

Gideon’s whole life can be summarized, as “Join Jesus where he is.”

EFN ST USEN BEREEHETR—E",

IT'S BETTER TO BE WITH JESUS BEFORE an IMPOSSIBLE ARMY ALL BY
YOURSELF... THAN TO HAVE a MASSIVE ARMY WITHOUT JESUS.
HEEBCTURNERRZE , RFLSHHE—L..... X EBRNAFELEE,

Christian maturity is when you learn to say: I'll go anywhere with Jesus and wouldn’t
want to be anywhere without him. The mature Christian know Jesus + nothing =
everything

EEENEARRIARFERY  RAMBHR—EEEM1T , R BBHRHRAE S
B. HBANEBFHE BHRZF=—1]
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They say, “In Christ, | can give up all that | have because in Christ, | already have all
that | need.” So the question, God, is where are you working? | want to be with you.
el - “EEEE  RAURFE—Y , RAEEEE  RELHBETEAFEN U, ”
FRA, LW EER  BEWEIE? REANRE—E,

“All God’s giants have been weak men who did great things for God because the
reckoned on God being with them.” Hudson Taylor

FIBELFNEABRRBOA , NN EFBTHANEE , BN AMTAN LEFESMH0E
o " RER-FEH

Well... 'D LOVE to put a period right there and end Gideon’s life. Unfortunately, | can’t.

Gideon’s story doesn’t end well. At the end of his life, he seems to get proud... his

power and success go to his head.

+ He starts using his position for personal vendettas.

+ He makes an idol commemorating his victories and the Israelites start worshipping it
too.

HFE.BREEBER/IH-—BRIHAAEREANEE. TENR , BT, EANHESE
ZRTHF. EMEGHRL  HUTFRIFE..... N OENRIDRRE WS,
AT AR SR A TRAMNR.

AT —MEERD MR, U5 A BT IR RF M.

You'll have to come back for that next week, but for right now | just want to say... the
greatest danger you will ever face is getting out of a posture of weakness. Most often,
Christians will pass the test of adversity; But in the test of prosperity that they fail.
BRFETARK , ERAERABYE. ANARNEABRIEZERUBENEL, EE
HRELFEQBIEENER. EREERNERPHIRMT .

When you get strong, and think to yourself, “I have all that | need,” that’s when you fall
apart. Never forget where you were when God found you; or the grace he showed to
you and how much you owe to that grace... Beware... that after the greatest spiritual
victories you can slide right back down into the hole from whence you came.

SREEERABEGCH , “BRRBTRAFEN 17, BRRIRINL T,

S EFRERE , KEFETIRMRERE ; taEBE RS | URENENZD
BRE..

SO EREHEANEHEMRZE , EFSMBEXR |, LEEERF,

Christianity begins with, “I'm not righteous enough to save myself.” It continues every

day for the rest of your life with, “| need God’s power for every good thing in my life.”

Could | ask you to spend a few moments in the presence of the Holy Spirit? BOW
YOUR HEADS

BEHAT CRTRURRES. " EENRET  SABLXHEST: RBBL
FHNRTESARESTOSHE, * REFLEZRDENNRITLNED ? W5
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+ Maybe God has been bringing you to a moment of weakness and maybe you sense
some of what he’s been trying to teach you?
Wi EFEERBATHRENNZ , BiFERIER T —EEHEN — LKA ?

* I'll be your security. I'll be your ever-faithful companion. I'll be your justification and
your righteousness. Your glory, the lifter of your head.
BENEREP I, BERAEBEENFE. BRENENLD L. REKRE , KiERY

+ Or maybe God has delivered you from weakness in the past, but you realize you've
slipped back into a sense of independence from God! God is telling you WAKE UP!
Don’t make me do something drastic.

- HF LRI EEFELIER TR , ELZREECELEEE —FHE L HFA IR
Bl EFHIFR, BK ! TEULERBIKE,

« Or maybe you’'ve never begun that journey... you’ve never realized how hopeless you
are without God.

* The two things you can never overcome on your own are sin and death. You can’t
release yourself from the curse of sin or deliver yourself from the power of death.

* FFBMRFHRIL X —RE..... ENREREZER , BFZAETE,

s BAXETERBRORHFERFEBMRET, BREZERLENAR , BT EZEBIETH
hE,

Jesus did both of those for you. He died in your place suffering the curse for your sin

and overcame death for you in his resurrection. You have to receive that, confessing

your weakness and acknowledging that Jesus did for you what you couldn’t do for

yourself and receiving it from as a gift.

ERER AR T XA, MBAIRTSE , NIRAIFER TIHR | NN EBSM TR, Bo4M

BRZX—R , FABCHEE , AERABHANEBTELTENBCSHNEBE , BB

MBEEZ T E,

Have you ever done that? Would you like to? Pray a prayer like this: “Jesus, | confess |
cannot save myself and you must do that. | give my whole life to you. Thank you for
taking my punishment and giving me life. | surrender my life to you today.”

RIGIID ? MREBEE ? BIXHNHE  “BRER , RARNRTEHRES |, REFTUXHM.
BR—4BeR, BRBERERNETIHBTFRESD, RSXIELEGBESR,
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