
Breakout, Part 4 
Sacrifice for the Mission (Building the Tabernacle,  Exodus 35) 

After the children of Israel left Egypt, God directed Moses to have the people 
give items of value, as well as their personal service, for the construction of a 
tabernacle for the Lord.  God did not direct them to give a fixed or forced 
amount, but as their hearts moved them.  Ultimately, the gifts were so 
overwhelming that Moses had to direct the people to stop giving. 

Lessons About Giving to God from the Construction of the 
Tabernacle: 
1.  They gave in the response to the command of God:  The people gave in 
direct response to God's direction to give.  This was not done to build 
something of their own design or creation for God, but rather was 
cooperating with God as God built something through them. 

2.  God Used Their Stuff to Build His Tabernacle:  He doesn't need our stuff, 
and His work is in no way limited without it.  Rather, He chooses to use it to 
give us an opportunity to participate in the work that He is doing.  God's work 
is facilitated by our gifts of what He has already given us. 

3.  They Gave in Response to Grace:  They knew God should have destroyed 
them but instead continued to walk with them and lead them.  They only gave 
from what God already gave them (from the Egyptians).  He blessed them so 
they could give.   

4.  They Gave in Anticipation for the Future:  God had promised that they 
were going to be a blessing to all nations in the future.  They gave for the 
future, not just the present.  Their gifts formed the framework upon which 
future worship of the one true God was built.  Now all around the world, 3000 
years later, people are continuing that worship. 

5.  Giving Was Spirit-Prompted:  The people gave as a free will offering; their 
gifts were made freely, not out of compulsion.  For some it was physical 
things; for others it was giving back skills and abilities that God had given 



them.  Like them, we are to seek the Lord and obey His Spirit's direction as 
we give both our resources and our time/skills. 

6.  Everyone Had Something to Contribute:  There was a way for everyone to 
participate, whether it was through giving their valuables or their valuable 
time.   

7.  You can't give what you don't have:  Don't feel guilty about not being able 
to give what you don't have.  God determines the seasons of our lives; we 
are only responsible for giving from what we have.  The value of our gifts to 
God are measured in His eyes not as the world views them, but by what they 
speak about our hearts.  The poor widow's two copper mites were a more 
significant gift to the Lord in His eyes than the larger gifts by the wealthy. 

8.  They had to hold a congregational meeting to tell the people to stop 
giving.  Our motivation to give should be our desire to worship God, not just 
because of a need.  The absence of a need doesn't mean we still shouldn't 
be worshiping God through our total submission of our resources, time, and 
talents to Him.  

Additional New Testament Reflections on Giving: 
Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly (2 Corinthians 9:6-11).  Fear 
about the future is our biggest barrier to giving and is evidence of a lack of 
faith in God's power to provide for us (2 Corinthians 9:8-11).  However, we 
know that God is able to supply all of our needs.  He will multiply our 
resources so that we can increase our capacity to give even more.  Reflecting 
on sowing seeds, we can choose to either eat seeds or plant them for 
the future.  If you plant them, you can't eat them.  But if you plant, you trust 
that God will multiply the seeds manyfold to bless others and further His 
kingdom far beyond what it would have done just for us. 

Questions for Consideration:   
1.  Are you inclined to eat your seeds, store them in barns (Luke Chapter 12), 
or plant them?  
2.  What does what you do with your money demonstrate about what you 
most love? 
3.  What does what you do with your money show about where you have 
placed your trust? 



4.  What does your money reveal about what king you are serving? 
5.  What does how you use your money show about what kingdom you most 
value? 
6.  If you are not in a place where you can give what you would like of your 
physical resources, what else has the Lord blessed you with that you can give 
back to Him to further His kingdom?


