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We are just beginning a year-long study of the book of Romans. Last 
week, we basically got an overview of the year. Today, we5re  
going to just start in vs. 1 and begin working our way through all 433 
verses of this book- But today we will look at the first 17 verses.  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NOW, why Romans, you ask? Many of the greatest Christian leaders have 
considered it the most important theological book ever written—Martin 
Luther said it was the most important part of the New Testament and that 
its central premise, justification by faith alone, was the doctrine on which 
the church rises and falls On top of that, the study of this book has been 
behind almost every major spiritual awakening in Christian history. I this 
study we will face some really difficult passages to understand. But 2 
Peter 3:16 makes me feel better. Peter says, There are some things in 
them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to 
their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.
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We find Peter scratching his head over parts of this book so it5s ok if you 
and I feel a little intimidated. I get this image of Peter sitting in a coffee 
shop in Jerusalem reading parts of this book scratching his head saying °I 



have no idea what this means...”  
Based on the importance and significance of this book, if you will engage 
with it…not just listen to me talk about it, by the time we5re done you5ll be 
a different person.  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Well, Let5s review what we went over last week: Romans is a book about 
the gospel. It is the clearest, most in-depth look at the gospel in all of 
Scripture. But, and here5s where people miss the boat --the book is written 
about the gospel for Christians. Look at vs. 7: To all those in Rome who 
are loved by God and called to be saints
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Christians miss the boat on this because they think the gospel is only for 
unbelievers. But Paul is going to show us that, in the gospel, are all the 
resources we need not only to begin the Christian life…but to thrive daily 
and grow in the Christian life.  
Specifically, and I didn5t tell you this last week, but Paul has a very 
practical problem he is trying to address in this book: the division of Jews 
and Gentiles in the church at Rome. You see, the original church consisted 
of Jews and Gentiles... which created some friction, because Jews and 
Gentiles had so many cultural differences--Jews had this special diet and 
code of laws, they had different political viewpoints. But then, as we find in 
in Acts 18:1–2, Emperor Claudius had ordered all the Jews (Jewish 
Christians included) to get out of Rome. After 5 years years they were 
allowed to come back and then they rejoined the church. They used to be 
in charge of the church, but now the Gentiles have been running it by 
themselves for the past 5 years. You can imagine the drama that is 
creating. 
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So, Paul is showing them how the gospel creates a new humanity that 
gives them the ability to overcome their differences --political, cultural, and 
every other difference. 

In the first 17 verses of the book of Romans, Paul introduces 3 things to 
us: the man, the message and the mission: 
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I. The Guy: Who was Paul?  
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1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle and set apart for the 
gospel of God
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Paul was a former Pharisee: Pharisees were a sect in Judaism that had a 
super devotion to the law. And in Philippians Paul tells us he was not just 
any Pharisee , but a °Pharisee of the Pharisees.” He had trained under 
Gamaliel, one of the most sought after teachers of his day. He was 

the Mr. Miyagi of Phariseeism. For sure, Paul would have had most, if not 
all, of the Hebrew Scriptures memorized and been proficient in multiple 
languages. And he was committed not just to knowing the laws, but to  
keeping them. Paul basically says in Philippians, if anybody thinks they are 
good at keeping the law, humbly, I was better. 
He was so zealous and committed that he devoted himself to destroying 



Christians. We may see that as a bad thing, but Paul (at least initially) saw 
it as a good thing. He thought Christians were the enemies of God, and he 
said, °I was so zealous that I was willing even to kill for his glory.” I would 
literally do °whatever it takes.”
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Which was part of his dilemma : he started to realize that his zeal for being 
good had led him to a really bad place. We are seeing here that religion 
can actually turn you into a really bad person. Religion caters to the worst 
parts of us: pride,

self-centeredness, judgmentalism, self-righteousness, and bigotry . 
It’s been said that, Religion done to distinguish you from others or set you 

apart is inherently selfish and leads you to insecurity, selfishness and 
cruelty. That5s religion. 

The one exception to that: the gospel. Because the gospel teaches the 
opposite of religion: It teaches that God offers salvation not to those earn 
it as a reward, but those who are unworthy and receive it as a gift. And 
because of that Paul, says, I am now a...°servant” 
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This is the opposite of what he had been going for as a Pharisee. As a 
Pharisee, his zeal in religion was aimed to elevate him above people. Now 
he sees his relationship to Jesus as the reason to lower himself and serve 
them. As a Pharisee, when he encountered people who were sinful and 
had problems, he would say, °Well, you5re just getting what you deserve. If 
you were awesome like me, you wouldn5t have those problems. Now, he 
would say, °Yeah, I had lots of problems, too. Thank God it didn5t stop 
Jesus from coming after me.” 

As a Pharisee, when people would wrong him or treat him badly, he would 
respond with vengeance. “I5m righteous, and if you treat me badly, I5ll pay 
you back.” NOW, Paul would say, °I treated Jesus pretty badly, too. Thank 
God he kept loving me.” 

You see, the gospel of grace produces in us a fundamentally different spirit 
than zealousness in religion does. Religion makes you proud and self-
centered. The gospel makes you humble and generous 
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The gospel humbles you: You can even see it in Paul5s name. Before he 
met Jesus, the name Paul went by was °Saul,” who was the proud, 
victorious Israelite who stood head and shoulders above everyone. But 
now he went by Paul, which in Latin meant °little,” which is fitting because 
that's how he now saw himself: small, but loved by a great God and 
recipient of extravagant grace. The gospel transformed Saul the mighty 
into Paul the small. Has that transformation happened to you? We have 



lots of people who are good at being good and all the things that go with 
that - fearfulness, competitiveness, and insecurity 

Notice what he says next... °set apart for the gospel of God” 
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Formerly, Paul had tried to distinguish himself through his talents and his 
goodness. Now he wants to be known only for the gospel. He said, °I5ve 
seen what I can do. And it wasn5t good. So, better to put Jesus on display 
than Paul.”  
Here’s a QUESTION for you today: What do you want to be known for? 
How are you trying to set yourself apart?  
Here5s what I know: You being impressed with my talents is not going to 
help you at all. First, like Paul, what you see on stage (or on screen) is not 
all there is to me. I5m a lot less impressive the more you get to know me. 
Second, even if I were perfect, my example wouldn5t help you - it would 
just crush you and discourage you. You5d think, °Well, I can never be 
perfect like I assume he is.” 

So it’s SO much better to use this platform to make Jesus famous than 
Jonah. Better to be honest about my struggles so I can point you to where 
I5ve found grace and help. because you don’t just need a role model to 
emulate, you need a Savior to hope in.  Missionary Jim Elliot said, °We 
Christians are just a bunch of nobodies pointing to a great big 
somebody.  
QZ##/45�è!?9t¹:òO¬b;<ØþD²�!"fk$%=
ýD!s#“6ÏÐ6t0^_D]ØL¢+�D·k#pqÄ�I�pq#
/�D”*
OP6,][=!]3:[ >k^_=ý?[X§r�¬b×ÿ+ã??*
6ÏÐ?X#[³6?9+?gì@³[=ºAB/¾'DCD#í#/=
ª#[�EFE(ôGHE)Y�?¢+"X6?âwD[IK�6#6«I



¾?gKDRJ#�O6XÞK?#6?Lª½A+K[——h"\MN
[#OM[D[\f"6PQ+etí!¡ªÞK"*
·k�RL!SF�Ä�þý��RuTþý,��aD6b�U 6?V
WLª6«t$%[6�XËY�KÛK¹ABD};[+Ù*,=!Lª
lZ[#[&*,=!Ú\�l<öDQf]^_·`�aFs:“67deö
«X=bcÌG"d?¢ý'eD

Again: What do you want people to know about you? Are you trying to be 
Saul the amazing or Paul the small?  
OK! We5re done with vs. 1! Only 432 verses to go in Romans. 
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II. The Gospel: 

What made Paul so confident? Why is Paul willing to go around the world 
to places he5s not welcome and to people he5s never met, enduring 
unspeakable hardships to get this message across? And why are we 
always urging you to talk to people about it - sometimes even total 
strangers? Isn5t that needlessly awkward? Isn5t religion more of a private 
matter better left alone? 

And, let me acknowledge - a lot of Christians have bad social manners, 
and God and the gospel are not to blame for that. They were socially 
awkward before they became Christians. But if you are a guest with us 
today - I5ll go ahead and own it: We want to convert you. There, I said it. 
We really want you to trust Jesus like we have. And I5ll let Paul explain why. 
Paul says, vs. 2, this is why I5m so driven: First, this was all... 

°...promised beforehand through his prophets” (vs. 2) 


Paul5s most compelling evidence that religion was not a private thing was 
how Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecy. It’s Interesting to me that 
Even before he talks about the resurrection, he brings this up.  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In Luke 24, after the crucifixion, a couple of Jesus5*disciples were walking 
along the road to Emmaus really discouraged at all that had went down. 
Jesus, who had just resurrected from the dead, sidles up beside them, all 
incognito. And he starts trying to assure them that he really was who had 
told them he was. Now, you would think that the easiest way to do that 
would be to simply reveal himself to them as the resurrected one. But 
evidently, he believed showing them how every single page of a book 
written by more than 30 different authors over the space of 1500 years had 
consistently told one story, about him, was even more convincing than the 
resurrection. 
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Showing, for example, that In Genesis he was the word of God creating 
the heaven s and the earth and the fulfillment of the promise God gave to 
Adam and Eve to give them a son who would crush the head of the 
serpent. Or that from Exodus that he was the Passover Lamb. In Leviticus, 
the holy place where we meet with God. From Numbers : He was our ever-
present guide, our pillar of cloud. From Deuteronomy: he was the prophet 
coming who would be greater than Moses. 

And that5s just the first 5 books! He would shown them how he was the 
point of the other 34 as well, not to mention really specific ones like the 



300+ other specific prophecies that tell us the time, place, character and 
ministry of the Messiah.  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Then verse 4 says…°...by the resurrection of the dead” (vs. 4)  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This was the other piece of evidence the Apostles put forward to validate 
their claims. We saw him raised from the dead. I don5t have time to go 
deeply into it here, but if you are unsure about all this, this is the very place 
to start examining. The evidence for the resurrection is solid. Get a book 
like Lee Strobel5s Case for Christ. Lee was a very liberal, very cynical 
journalist for the Chicago Tribune who was sick of the Christians in his life 
sharing Christ with him and wanted to prove their faith was worthless. So, 
he set out to prove the resurrection was a hoax. 

At the end he concluded what so many have concluded - there is no way 
these stories could be made up or the stuff of legends. Only a predisposed 
bias against the evidence leads there. The evidence for the resurrection is 
more solid than is the evidence we accept for many other indisputable 
historical facts. 

Paul continues... °...through him we received grace...” (vs. 5)  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Paul saw the message of grace as a distinguishing characteristic of 

the gospel. Those that say that all religions teach the same thing simply 

demonstrate they have never really looked at it that deeply. Every religion 
in the world works off of this premise: I obey; therefore I am accepted. The 
gospel works off the opposite: I am accepted, therefore I obey. Grace is 
the distinguishing mark.

Then we see in verse 5, says,*°...and apostleship” (vs. 5)

#/i;ÛK?~�X$%?=!�ÑFÒD¡�s·'Æf/fãª?2
3?"#"XÓ�!7Ql¾'}iìíôBCèD\lE?�=£Æf/
ÔÕL!Z|:6vQ;·k6[)ÖKD$%?ýRi�ØÙ:6[)�#·
k6vQDÛKX��?)×D*
]�67�R5SY�#“…¢Oö?Øx”(5S) 
There are two uses of the term °apostle” in the Bible. Capital °A” 
Authoritative: one of the original 12, plus Paul. This is what Paul is referring 
to here. These Apostles were specially commissioned by Jesus in places 
like Matthew 16 and John 14 to write the Bible, and they had to have been 
eyewitnesses of the risen Jesus. Jesus gave them the authority to validate 
the message - which is why all of them were either written by an Apostle 
or under the oversight of an Apostle. That5s a °cap A” Apostle. 
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The Small °a” apostle is one that is commissioned to carry the gospel. It 
just means °sent one.” 
In one sense, all those who are saved are sent. Well, Paul was an Apostle 
in both senses. Having seen the resurrected Christ, he was authorized to 
articulate the message. He was also compelled like all of us to take the 
gospel around the world. 

Why does this gospel compel all of us to carry it around the world, sharing 
it with our neighbors? He alludes to 3 reasons here: 
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First, how do you receive this kind of grace and keep it to  
yourself? Imagine a disease broke out in Seattle... people got sick and in 
24 hours they died. You somehow discover a cure. How could you keep it 
to yourself? 
Second, we know that God has commanded this happen: Look again at 
vs. 5. We have received grace and apostleship*°...to bring about the 
obedience of faith...” God has declared, Jesus is Lord! And commanded 
all people everywhere to submit to Him and if we5re obeying God we5re 
part of making that happen. If you believe Jesus is Lord, you have to be 
doing what you can to bring others into obedience to him. If you5re not, 
stop claiming to be one of his followers because this is the most central of 
his commands. Stop hiding behind excuses for not evangelizing.

Like Spurgeon said: “You’re either a missionary or an impostor.” 

Jesus didn’t give us the Great Suggestion - He gave us the Great 
Commission. One last reason we go Paul alludes to... °...for the sake of his 
name among all the Gentiles.” (vs. 5). 
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The name of Jesus is worthy to be worshipped among the nations! It5s not 
just compassion that sends us. In your heart of hearts you want to see 
Jesus recognized in the nations for who he is. That’s why we are 



intentional about planting churches around the world and seeing people 
From every tongue proclaim Jesus is LORD.
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Finally today, let5s look at what Paul says about… III. The Goal:  

How committed is Paul to this task? Paul discusses that in vv. 14–17, and 
he says 3 things about the mission: °I am not ashamed.” In fact, I am 
eager. And, I feel under obligation.” 

In saying °I am not ashamed,” Paul is indicating that some people are 
going to be tempted to be ashamed. What is it about the gospel that 
tempts people to feel ashamed? Tim Keller says there are 4 reasons 
modern Christians feel ashamed of the gospel: 

FIRST, the gospel tells us we are such spiritual failures that the only way to 
be saved is through a free gift. °This offends moral and religious people 
who think their decency gives them an advantage over the less moral.” 
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SECOND, the gospel tells us that we5re so wicked that only the death of 
Jesus could save us. °This offends the popular belief in the innate 
goodness of humanity”

THIRD, the gospel teaches us that all so-called good, sincere people will 
not automatically make it to heaven. °This offends the nice person that 
believes he can find God =in his own way.’” It says that God is the only one 
who can provide salvation, and if you are going to receive it, you have to 
do it his way. 

o LASTLY, this gospel tells us that our salvation was accomplished by 
Jesus5*serving and suffering, and we should expect the same in following 



him: °This offends people who want salvation to be an easy life—nice 
and comfortable. ” 

I’m sure there are more…but these are 4 ways that this message will not 
be popular with modern people. To be °not ashamed” of the gospel means 
you recognize that and proclaim it faithfully anyway. Paul says, °I know this 
message offends all of us, but I5m not ashamed of it because I know it and 
the gospel alone contains the power of new life!” 
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Think about it like this…The problem with phone numbers is that they have 
to be exactly right or they don5t help at all. You don5t get points for being 
almost right or being close. If you are trying to remember someones 
number and get it almost right except for one digit, it doesn5t connect you 
to one of their friends or other similar people. Paul says, “ You might not 
like the message, but it5s the only one that connects you to the power of 
God.” So, I5m not ashamed of it, but even more than that, 

°I am eager” (vs. 15). 
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I won5t spend a lot time here, because we spent time with this last 
weekend, but Paul says: °I5ve felt its power in my life; I know it is the only 



hope of salvation. So, I want to get it to you!” This is how I want us to feel 
about our community. It5s how I feel about our church... why we push so 
hard to be effective. I want it in my preaching. I love preaching deep. But 
most of all I feel want to win people to Jesus and equip you to win others 
to Jesus. 

I feel like Spurgeon: °If my hearers are not converted, I have wasted my 
time; I have lost the exercise of brain and heart. I feel as if I lost my hope 
and lost my life, unless I find for my Lord some of his blood-bought ones. I 
would sooner bring one sinner to Jesus Christ than unpack all the divine 
mysteries in the Word.” 

6+\�LË`8aàx#};67E!Fa`Kàx#W#/s:“6�6
?()v���Kh?u/;6ÏÐLX�Ú?Õ= >D·k#6fÂhø
[!“L«X6 >67³67?vÏ?��DL«X6³67f\?��…
;^_67§nbuô_|åZcD6üÐà½,LªD6��^�çÐD
W6bf,?XÞ�"7�Ä�¡Ë_#dy[_Þ�¨"�Ä�¡Ë_D*
6��¬bíûü}=ª:“§¸6?Úÿ¾'ef#6«g9K6?àx;6
d©ñ_KGh¹{i?jkD6��6�íñ_K >#ñ_K(V#Y
�6t;6?�Y�=�l?mnÚK?23D6oÕÃ=!ê"_ÿÄ�
de#½+Õ�9\E·'nþ?apD”

Don5t come argue with me about predestination if you haven5t shared 
Jesus with someone in a year. The opposite of °ashamed of the gospel” is 
not °proud to be a Christian,” but eagerness to share. 

Even more, °I am obligated” (vs. 14). 


The word he uses here means debtor. But he5d never even met them? How 
can he feel under obligation to people he5s never met? Well, there are 2 
ways to be in debt: owe someone something; or something has been 
given money for someone else. 
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Say you worked for "Feed the Children" and had been given a huge 
donation of $1,000,000. What would people think of you if you decided 



that you'd just stash that money away for a while? That's not YOUR 
money, and you owe it to others to share it. It's the very reason it was 
given to you! 

That5s what God tells us about the gospel message. You were no more 
worthy of it than anyone around the world. But God blessed you with it, 
and with the privilege of hearing the gospel comes the responsibility 
of spreading the gospel. And to not do that is stealing. 
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When you realize how much you owe to others, how unworthy you were to 
hear the gospel and how much you owe to Jesus for giving it to you... it 
changes how you look at your life. You start to look at your ambitions and 
dreams, talents and resources differently. You start to say, °Only one life to 
live will soon be past…only what’s done for Christ will last”  
You start to make extraordinary and radical decisions about your life. You 
begin to see nothing greater in this world than the gospel. The knowledge 
of the gospel moves from you head to your heart…and ultimately to your 
hands. Meaning that I don’t just say I believe something. But the actions 
and priorities of my life have changed because of what I believe.

What aren’t you willing to do for the gospel? Here’s what I know to be 
true…You can’t know God and do God’s will without paying the price 
of adjustment and obedience. 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Are you ashamed of the gospel, are you eager to share, and willing to do 
whatever it takes to get the gospel to others? Are you willing to take some 
intentional steps this year that direction? I don’t know what this year has in 
store regarding our intentional mission efforts..but you can ask…What 
habits need to change? Commit to developing a relationship with 
someone not yet following Jesus. Pray for them, share what God has done 
in your life. Awakening Church…Don5t coast through this life. 

I pray that you will be eager and unashamed when it comes to sharing the 
gospel with your one? If you committed to disciple one person this year, 
the impact could have a multiplying effect far beyond anything you ever 
imagined.
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