
The Faith of Abraham 
Romans 4:1-25 

Abraham's Righteousness Was Occasioned by His Faith, not by His Works:   
When someone performs a job, they are paid wages not because their 
employer was doing them a favor but because their work deserved pay.  In 
describing the importance of faith, Paul contrasts these traditional economic 
principles with Abraham's faith.  Abraham trusted in God's promise as he 
waited for 25 years, believing that God would accomplish His word in His 
time even in a situation that looked humanly impossible.  Abraham's faith was 
counted as righteous BEFORE he obeyed God's command regarding 
circumcision.  In other words, God called Abraham righteous not because of 
his obedience but simply because of his faith.  That faith in turn PRODUCED 
obedience to God's commands.   

The Effects of Faith in Our Lives:   
Paul makes it clear in his other letters (eg: Eph 2:8-9) that because we are 
saved only through faith and not by anything we have done that we have no 
ability to boast in our salvation or God's transformation of our lives.  Faith also 
leads to the following changes in our lives: 
        1.  No cowering or fearfulness:  When you completely trust both God's 
goodness and his ability to accomplish anything regardless of your 
circumstances, you have no reason to fear the future or others around you. 
         2.  A great identity:  Faith is the great equalizer.  None of us can do 
anything to earn it, and none of us will ever be better/higher than anyone else 
because of our faith.  We are saved through faith making us children of God 
and joint heirs with Christ.  That gives us all a common and equal identity in 
Christ. 
         3.  Complete assurance in God's faithfulness:  We can rest in 
complete assurance that God will be faithful to fulfill his promises to us. 
         4.  Hope in spite of circumstances:  The outcome of every situation in 
our life is in the sovereign hand of God.  We can rest knowing that He will use 
every difficulty we face for good (bringing about our sanctification and/or His 
glory) as we are called according to his purposes. 

Questions to Consider: 



1.  In what area of your life does your faith need to grow?  Where is God 
calling you to trust Him more?  What does that look like?  Something internal 
(eg: fighting thoughts of doubt by standing on God's promises) or something 
external (eg: taking a step in faith to do something you believe God is calling 
you to do)? 

2.  Consider times in the past where you have seen God's hand and His 
faithfulness in your life.  How might God want to use that experience going 
forward to develop a greater level of faith either in your life or someone else's 
life? 

3.  If someone asked you how you know you are saved and will go to heaven, 
how would you answer?  What does your answer tell you about your view of 
the importance of your works/obedience, faith, and God's grace?


